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ISG President Prof. Dr. Helianthe Kort 

Dear members, 

ISG2022 is now several weeks behind us. We look back at an excellent program 
offered by the organizers of ISG202 who were able to organize ISG202. The ISG 
Korean Chapter, organized ISG2022 in conjunction with the Korean Association 
of Products and Services for Senior Citizens (KAPASS) holds the 6th 
International Gerontechnology Expo & Forum (IGEF 2022). The exhibition in 
which several AI-related technologies were presented was organized by the 
6th Daegu Active Senior Fair. I was highly impressed by the organized work-
through-to the fair, the demonstration of the Hyodol, the socially assistive 
robots, Park Golf for older people and many more. 
Organizing the 13th ISG world conference was challenging due to the COVID-19 
restrictions that were in place in Korea till October 1st. But what a relief that 
these were lifted, making it possible to travel to Daegu. 
The 13th World conference in Korea is our first hybrid conference after the fully 
online conference in 2020. It made it feasible for those not able to travel to 
Korea to join the conference online. For those of us being in place, it resulted in 
long days, but it was worthwhile. I want to encourage those who missed some 
of the online sessions to visit the website ISG2022 and to watch the highly 
inspiring keynotes, symposia but also posters. All these will be accessible till the 
end of November. Furthermore, I want to thank those who voted online or in 
persons during the general assembly. In the general assembly all chapter 
presidents presented their achievements of the past years and also gave us 
insight in the future activities. 
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ISG President Prof. Dr. Helianthe Kort 

The ISG board represented by the Executive Committee did the same. One 
achievement to be addressed was the financial administration being excellently 
organized due to the by all the activities of Henk Herman, the Treasurer of ISG. I 
also want to mention the Student Chapter being in place and active under the 
leadership of Manuel Jesus Azabal. 
In the coming years, we will be working on a better organization of the 
membership administration as well as constructing a membership-only site 
where you can easily find other members along with their expertise. This will be 
executed by the IT officer Jose Manuel Alonso who is the successor of Yeh-Liang 
Hsu. He and his team has done an excellent job in hosting the ISG website. 
Please give us your feedback on the upcoming activities which will be reported 
in the next newsletters. To end, I thank all executive members for their voluntary 
work for ISG. Special thanks go to Anthony Sterns who served ISG as Secretary 
General for more than 4 years. Also a special thank you to Espen Aspnes who is 
resigning from the Executive Committee as vice president, after serving ISG for 6 
years. He will though be leading the Industrial committee. An overview of all 
committees will be given on the new ISG members-only website. A big thank you 
to Yeong-Ran Park. She and her team offered us an excellent hybrid program. 
We look back on a period with a lot of uncertainty, but we kept the faith for the 
future. A future in which you all are invited to take part in the design and 
research of Gerontechnology as an essential part of healthy ageing. 

IProf. Dr. Helianthe Kort, ISG President 
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Overview from some participants 

I very much enjoyed the conference. It was wonderful 
to connect with colleagues in person after so much 

time spent in a virtual setting. I enjoyed sharing ideas 

of strategies to support older adults using technology. 
It was also extremely useful to discuss challenges that 
we have all faced and work together to develop 

solutions. I look forward to the next conference. 

TechSAge investigator Dr. Laura Rice 

It is a great experience attending the 13th World 
Conference of Gerontechnology (ISG2022) in Daegu. I 
was honored to be part of the conference abstract 
editing team. We have started preparing for ISG2022 
since last year, and truly experienced how difficult it 
was during the covid-19 pandemic period. I would like 
to express my gratitude to the host and to each of the 
participants online and offline and congratulations to 
all of us. Here at Daegu, I felt more than happy to meet 
many old and new friends dedicating themselves to the 
area of gerontechnology. I was inspired a lot by all of 
the oral, poster, and symposium sessions I attended 
and the communications with all academic peers 
during the conference. I believe there will be many 
collaborative opportunities after this conference. 

Dr. Dorothy Bai - Taipei Medical University 
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Overview from some participants 

I am a researcher at visuAAL project, which is an international consortium on Privacy-
Aware and Acceptable Video-Based Technologies and Services for Active and Assisted 
Living. On ISG2022 I gave a talk and also presented a poster about our work on the 
Perceptions of older adults about the concept of privacy and in terms of video-based AAL 
technologies. My experience of ISG2022 actually started when I arrived in South Korea for 
the conference and noticed how efficient and organized the society is using smart 
technologies in everydayness, the form of organization of public transport for example. 
And from this experience seeing how much respect is felt in everyday life towards senior 
citizens. This was followed by immersing myself into the conference and appreciating the 
actual research work done in gerontechnology around the world. Started from greatly 
inspiring keynotes, followed by talks on technological advancements and challenges, 
anthropological perspectives and practical workshops and fairs about making senior 
citizens life active and more comfortable, ISG2022 was an unforgettable experience. Not to 
mention the openness of the attendees which made me create ties to widen my 
professional network and opened possibilities for future collaborations. 

Tamara Mujirishvili, PhD Candidate at visuAAL Marie Skłodowska-Curie ITN 

I would like to thank all organizers and participants of the ISG 
conference in Daegu. It was so nice to meet everyone again after a 
couple of years and now to get to know new participants as well. 
The content of the conference was excellent, it was worth traveling to 
the conference. I got many new ideas for further processing at VALLIs 
Gerontechnology Centre’s work. Let´s keep in touch and I hope to see 
you again in Germany in 2024. 

Virpi Dufva, The Union for Senior Services - VALLI in Finland 3 

https://www.visuaal-itn.eu/
http://www.valli.fi/english


              
              

            
           

             
          

         
               

           
            
           

             
              

           
            

      

 

  

            

Overview from some participants 

This short report is from a researcher from Brazil, linked to the field of Education, 
who participated for the first time in an ISG World Conference. The structure of a 
congress in the post-covid phase is still a great challenge. So, the Organizing 
Committee's proposal was a conference in a hybrid format, with in-person and 
distance participation. From the point of view of a face-to-face participant, it was a 
good solution that allowed both direct contact with face-to-face participants and 
contact with researchers who were not able to participate face-to-face. 
For our research group, linked to the issue of digital inclusion of older people, it was 
an excellent opportunity to show at the “Artist by technology” symposium three 
studies in which digital resources allowed older people to practice arts such as 
creating a podcast, exercising their musical practice or producing a stop motion 
film. 
In conclusion, I would like to mention a non-scientific, but at the same time 
important element: the cultural excursion on the last day that allowed us to get to 
know the country better, which was organizing this congress. Congratulations to the 
organizing committee for the effort and dedication to organize a congress of this 
scope at a still delicate post-pandemic moment. 

Johannes Doll 

Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul, School of Education, Porto Alegre, Brazil 3 



             
             

          
          

         

Cultural and Professional Tours 

During the conference the participants had the opportunity to visit some sites in the 
host city, either through a professional or cultural tour. On the cultural tour the 
participants visited the Daegu Banjja Yugi (Korean Bronzeware Museum) and the 
Donghwasa (Donghwa Temple). The professional tour included visits to the Korea 
Brain Research Institute and the Institute of Advanced Convergence Technology. 
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Cultural and Professional Tours - EC 

In the days following the conference, the ISG executive committee had the 
opportunity to visit the Icheon Senior Welfare Center (ICT Sarangbang)/ Happy Cafe, 
the Seongnam Senior Business Innovation Center, the National Museum of Korea 
(Korean Drawing) and the Gyeongbokgung Palace. 
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Seniors Enlighten Everyone’s Dream (SEED) 

On October 28, Gloria M. Gutman, ISG's Director of Marketing and Events, gave a 
talk on SEED that stands for "Seniors Enlighten Everyone's Dream." The first senior 
Gerontech talk addressing pro-aging and technology that will inspire a SEED to grow 
by sharing experiences, memories and wisdom about technology throughout life. 
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NEW EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE BOARD 

On October 25th, during the Conference, the ISG General Assembly was held where 
the new Executive Committee was announced, consisting of the following 
participants: 

President: Helianthe Kort 

Secretary General: Mei Fang 

Treasurer: Henk Herman Nap 

Vice-President (next conference): Barbara Klein 

Vice-President (previous conference): Yeong-Ran Park 

Editor-in-Chief: Yeh-Liang Hsu 

IT Director: José Manuel Alonso 

Communications Director: Taiuani Marquine Raymundo 

Marketing and Events Director: Gloria Gutman 

Student Chapter Representative: Manuel Jesus Azabal 
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WE HOPE TO SEE YOU IN FRANKFURT - 2024 

Multiple and simultaneous crises such as the Covid 19 pandemic, the war in Ukraine 
and climate change are changing our live and require innovative and interdisciplinary 
approaches. Gerontechnology and assistive technologies have so far focused 
primarily on solutions for the demographic change. However, these multiple crises 
have implications for future gerontechnological solutions. 

The conference will explore questions such as: What do these changes mean for 
Gerontechnology? How can and should we design Gerontechnology, buildings and 
neighborhoods in the future? What does quality of life mean for vulnerable and 
elderly people in times of crisis and how can we achieve it? 

SAVE THE DATE: 9 - 11 September, 2024 - Frankfurt University of Applied Sciences 

https://www.frankfurt-university.de/en/about-us/centers-and-institutes/future-
aging/isg-2024/ 
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ISG on Social Media 

https://www.facebook.com/gerontechnology/ 

https://www.instagram.com/isg_gerontechnology/ 

https://twitter.com/gerontechisg 

Not yet an ISG member? 

If you are not yet a member of the International Society for Gerontechnology 
and would like to join a dynamic community of professionals dedicated to 
creating advanced technologies to support living well to a great age, then 

click here. By becoming an ISG member you automatically get full access to 
the latest research published in our international journal, Gerontechnology, 
and you will realize significant savings when you register to attend our ISG 

World Conferences held around the globe. 

Copyright © 2018 ISG, All rights reserved. 
ISG Newsletter - Volume 8. No.2. 2022 

Our mailing address is: 
secretary@gerontechnology.org 13 
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https://twitter.com/gerontechisg
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